
CONCERNS 
Immediate Concerns 

*Izier Bowman family (Bonnie Newsome’s brother) *Janey Schenck (Wayne Harris’s cousin)  

*Willie C. Haynes (Bonnie Newsome’s son) *Jeri Chastain (Bea Chastain’s daughter-in-law)  

*Sandra Monk (Ann Foster’s daughter-in-law) *Jeri Chastain (Bea Chastain’s daughter-in-law) *Sandra Plant  

*Charlotte Cook *Howard Hall *Diane Wilson *Dolly Stringer *Bobby Harnage  

On-Going Concerns  
*Bill Acuff *Brady Brock *Martha Bryan Carr (Richard & Shay Carr’s daughter) *Mitch Britt (Alice Griner’s son)  

*Ellen Plant (Sandra Plant’s sister-in-law) *Luna Chappell (Verna Moon’s great granddaughter) *Emily Joiner (Dennis Irby’s aunt) 

*Linda Edwards (Jason Edwards’ mother)*Patsy Miller (Sandy Hooks’ mother)  

*Willard Lasseter *Joanne Meredith (Doris Harsh’s daughter)  
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When Sarah and Abraham sent Hagar and Ishmael out into the wilderness, scripture says that 

they are only provided with bread and water to sustain them on their journey. But when their physical 

nourishment ran out, God reached out and spoke to Hagar. He heard the cries of the child from under a 

bush where Hagar had laid him to die because she could no longer handle the cries of her dying son 

ringing in her ears. Hagar and Ishmael are not the elect, they are not the chosen ones that the covenant 

was extended to, yet God was with Hagar and Ishmael. God heard his cries and came to them, and 

opened her eyes to see a well of water to revive the boy and herself. 

Walter Brueggemann writes, “God is attentive to the outsider. God will remember all the 

children like a mother remembers all her children.” At the beginning of Genesis we are reminded that 

we are all made in God’s image. Not only the Jews, not only the Christians, not only the Presbyterians, 

all of us. Every gender, nationality, religion, and color bears the image of God. God cares for us all, he 

calls out to all of us, and he most certainly does not forget the oppressed, the children, the mistresses, 

and whatever type of sin that is buried deep within you that makes you feel that God could not possibly 

care for you. You are wrong! Because God is with you too. 

Jesus came into the world so that the covenant with Abraham could be extended to the ends of 

the earth; to those who believe in him. He came so that the whole world might be brought back into a 

right relationship with God. There has not been a time in my life where I have been outside the church, 

where I have been outside the people of the new covenant, the elect as John Calvin would say. But I 

can empathize with Hagar and Ishmael because they are people. I can empathize with them because 

they bear the image of the Creator regardless of their relationship to the covenant. I can relate to them 

because I have two sons whom I love deeply and cannot fathom going through what Hagar must have 

gone through as she prepared herself for the impending death of her son. I can relate to them because I 

believe our God cares for all, whether it is every child raised from the cradle to the grave in the church, 

the young child who washed up on the shore of Greece last year attempting to escape the horrors of 

war torn Syria, or the boy from Aleppo who was featured on the cover of every major news publication 

last year, blood coming from his ears yet unable to cry, or those in our own community who do not 

have enough. 

I believe our God looks after the forgotten and disregarded of our community and world, and 

remains with them whether they recognize it or not, and his plan calls the church to not only remember 

them, but be with them as well. To be faithful is to live into our calling to be Christ like. Go and do 

likewise, Jesus said. Go and be with the forgotten, like God is with you in your sin, and like God was 

with Hagar and Ishmael. 

In Christ, A.J. 



Music Corner 
An atheist complained to a Christian friend, 

"You Christians have your special holidays, 

such as Christmas and Easter. The Jews 

celebrate their national holidays, such as 

Passover and Yom Kippur. But we atheists 

have no recognized national holidays. It's 

unfair discrimination."  

His friend replied, "Why don't you celebrate 

April first?" 

Proverbs 10:23-25  Doing wrong is fun for a 

fool, but living wisely brings pleasure to the 

sensible. When the storms of life come, the 

wicked are whirled away, but the godly have 

a lasting foundation. 

Are you laying up your bricks in heaven?  

Doug 

MFPC Treasurer Report 
Month of June:           2017    2016 

 Receipts     $42,614    $45,253 

 Expenses     ($42,833)    ($48,259) 

Net Income (Loss)     ($219)         ($3,006) 
 

Year To Date:    

 Receipts     $311,616     $306,757 

 Expenses     ($287,412)   ($300,674) 

Net Income (Loss)     $24,204     $6,083 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Strengthening of the Church 

Sunday, July 23, 8:30 AM 

Congregational Care Committee 

Wednesday, July 26, 4:30 PM 

Worship Committee Meeting 

Sunday, July 30, 8:30 AM 

Missions Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, August 8, 5:00 PM 

Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, August 9, 5:00 PM 

Deacon’s Meeting 

Sunday, August 13, 8:30 AM 

LIVE STREAMING 
You can now watch our worship live at https://

www.facebook.com/MoultrieFPC. A Facebook 

account is not required to view the service. 

ELEMENTARY SUNDAY 

SCHOOL CLASS 

Teachers needed for July 23, July 30, August 

6, and August 13. Contact Alec at 

alecfpcmoultrie@gmail.com or by calling the 

church office to sign up for a day. WE NEED 

VOLUNTEERS! 

HELPING HANDS BOX —  

TOY SHOPPE  
Last chance to donate to the Toy Shoppe (toys 

and books in good shape)! In August, we will 

start collecting for foster children—the 

Forgotten Initiative closet. 

SUMMER GAZETTE 

SCHEDULE 
The Gazette will only be published every other 

week during the summer months. 

CORNERSTONES 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER & BINGO 
Monday, August 14, 6pm  

Bring a White Elephant gift, dinner will be $7. 

FOOD BANK 
Many thanks to these Heroes who recently gave 

of their time and talents by volunteering at the 

Food Bank!  You made possible our continuing 

efforts in “Fighting Hunger and Feeding Hope”. 

These heroes are: Carolyn Lodge, Wayne and 

Lynda Harris, Debbie Peters, Lisa Horkan, 

Terry Turner, Anne Foster, Marilyn Harrison 

and Virginia Lowman.  If YOU want to be a 

hero in this vital ministry of our church please 

call Suzanne at 229-985-8922. 

https://www.facebook.com/MoultrieFPC
https://www.facebook.com/MoultrieFPC


FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, July 9 were given to  

the glory of God and in memory of our parents  
by Hugh and Dottie Ward 

The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, July 16 were given to  
the glory of God and in memory of my husband, Rex White 

by Joan White 

The rosebud on the altar on Sunday, July 16 was placed by  
Presbyterian Women in honor ofAnna Claire Lasseter,  

daughter of Judd and Carrie Lasseter, born June 29, 2017. 

YOUTH NEWS 
MISSION TRIP - Fall Break 2017 
Thurs., Oct. 19-Sun., Oct. 22 - The DOOR Atlanta experience centers on the theme of Bread 

for the Journey and answers the question of "who is our neighbor?" by using the Bible and 

writings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Participants engage this theme and focus question 

through service work and community interactions. All participants go to The King Center to 

learn more about social justice and the changes the city of Atlanta has experienced because of 

the Civil Rights Movement.  This is an opportunity to experience urban mission in our home 

state, and to serve those in our own "backyard."  Open to 6th-12th graders (next school year), 

$195/person. Registration due by July 23.   

WILD ADVENTURES 
Monday, July 31, 9 am-7 pm - Open to all youth, their families and friends.  We will leave the 

church at 9:00am for Valdosta and return home around 7pm. Cost is $40 per person. Bring 

your own money for lunch and snacks while at the park, and wear your bathing suit to hang in 

the water park! Registration is due by Wed., July 26. 

RALLY DAY/BANGLADESH LUNCH 
Sunday, August 20 - Volunteers are needed to help with the Bangladesh Fundraiser Lunch, 

particularly with the to-go orders.  Please let Katherine know if you can help.   

YOUTH GROUP KICK-OFF 
Sunday, August 27, 5:00 pm - More info coming soon, but mark your calendar for a fun kick-

off night, preceded by a youth/parents informational meeting.   

DRINK CANS/BOX TOPS 

NEEDED 
Please continue to bring your empty, rinsed 

drink cans so that Julie Strickland can get them 

to the family she is helping. Also, please 

continue to bring box tops. Julie will get them to 

Cox Elementary. 

SAVE THE DATE AND GET YOUR TICKETS NOW 
Mission Dinner -  Rally Day, August 20, following church 

Same great menu: fried chicken, cream corn, green beans, peach cobbler 

Volunteers needed Sat 10am-noon and Sun 11:30-1pm 

Tickets available in office or from members of Missions Committee 

Proceeds go to help support our ongoing mission in Bangladesh 

$8 each or 2/$15 
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Return Services Requested 

FROM THE KITCHEN 

As I type this, I am thinking about VBS.  Menus are made and food is 

purchased.  Look forward to seeing every one that attends VBS next week.  It 

will be a busy, busy week but the rewards are great. 

WATCH meals start back on August 16, 2017.  Please call the church if you 

need to make a change to your permanent reservations for the upcoming 

year. We had some families that stopped attending at the end of last year. We 

need to get an up to date list so I can be frugal with my spending.  Look for 

menus in upcoming Gazette. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

God refills us after any failure through the blessing of Christian 

fellowship.  Experiencing the joy of simple activities with other children of God 

can have a healing effect on us.  What better way to share time with our fellow 

Christians than at WATCH.  Consider coming and joining us this year. 

In Christ, Faye 


